Io8	ELIZABETHAN ENGLAND
" My bounden duty in right humble manner remembered unto Your good Lordship.
"I have briefly considered upon a substantial course, and the material reasons that
by mine own experience I know (with God's assistance) will strongly annoy and offend the
King of Spain, the mortal enemy of our religion and [of] the present government of the
realm of England.
"And surely, my very good Lord, ;/ 7 should only consider and loo\ for mine own
life, my quietness and commodity, then truly mine own nature and disposition doth prefer
peace before all things.
"But when I consider whereto we are born, not for ourselves but for the defence of
the Church of God, our Prince and our country, 1 do then thin\ how this most happy
government might with good providence prevent the conspiracies of our enemies.
" I do nothing at all doubt of our ability in wealth, for that I am persuaded that the
substance of this Realm is trebled in value since her Majesty's reign; God be glorified for it.
" Neither do I think there wanteth provisions carefully provided, of shipping, ordnance,
powder, armour and munition: so as our people were exercised by some means in the
course of wars.
" For I read [that] when Mahomet the Turk took that famous city Constantinople,
digging by the foundations and bottoms of the houses he found such infinite treasure as
the said Mahomet, condemning dieir wretchedness, wondered how this city could have been
overcome or taken, if they had in time provided men of war and furniture for their
defence, as they were very well able.1
" So I say there wanteth not ability in us: if we be not taken unprovided and upon
a sudden.
"And this is the only cause that hath moved me to say my mind frankly in this
matter, and to set down these notes enclosed	
"Humbly beseeching your good Lordship to bear with my presumption in dealing
with matters so high, and to judge of them by your great wisdom and experience, how
they may in your Lordship's judgment be worthy of consideration.
" Humbly taking my leave, from Deptford the 20 of July, 1584,
Your Honorable Lordship's ever assuredly bounden
JOHN HAWKYNS."
20 July, 1584.
" The best means how to annoy the King of Spain in my opinion, without charge to
her Majesty, which also shall bring great profit to her highness subjects, is as followeth :—a
" First, if it shall be thought meet that the King of Portyngall may in his right ma\e
war with the King of Spain* then he would be the best man to be head of the faction.
" There would be obtained from the said King of Portugal an authority to some person,
that should always give leave to such as upon their own charge would serve [him] and
annoy the King of Spain, as they might both by sea and land: and of their booties to
pay unto the King of Portyngall five or ten of the hundredth.
"There would be also some one person authorised by Her Majesty to take notes of
1	They were able but unwilling.   See "A Short History of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem," by
E. M. Temson (1922), pp. 36-41, for consequences ot those events in 1453.
2	Unpublished Lansdowne MS. f. 21-22.   Spelling modernised; but Hawkins's paragraphs precisely as
8As Burghley in 1581 had noted to be the case.  "Considerations" &c. E.E, II. 5. (2), ante. vol. IV.,
pp. 101-113.

